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Riceoe Takeuchi Nanami Takahashi Motoharu Yano 
Yano's chi ildhood friend. She's earnest but a bit Nanamis popular classmate. 
He's kinder and more forgetful at times. His girlfriend Nana-san died. 

modest than Yano. 


Nanami had broken up with Yano because he could not 
forget about his girlfriend who died. But Nanami made the 
decision to believe in him once again, and now she is more 

honest about her feelings than she was before. Takeuchi would 
do anything to gain Nanami’s affection, but after having 


lost to Yano, he has chosen to watch over the couple. 36 


FROM THE 
GOKON THE 
OTHER 
DAY? 


hapter 24 


PLANS 
TO HANG 
OUT WITH 
HER THIS 

WEEK- 

END. 


NOT ME! 
SHE |S!! 


if 
aw, 


\ | MeNAy | SO CAN ZZ ie SHE 
AA alee YOU |} EN Hs 

j i COME ie ASKED 

Up A >| NY ME IF SHE 
d ALONG he= 

Too? \ —_'N COULD 

os BRING A 

ae FRIEND 


ALONG. 


HUH? Seer : Wi) 
| | GOON es 
dow't! YOUR 


by 2 want! OWN, 
to. 
SEE YOU 


TOMORROW j 
IN FRONT YOU'RE THE 
OF THE ONLY GUY 
STATION AT WHO ISN'T 
DOING 


1:30, ie 


| WAS THINKING 
ABOUT WEARING 
MY ATHLETIC 
JACKET IF YOU 
WEREN'T GOING 
TO WEAR YOURS. 


IT WOULD 
LOOKLAME  |\i 
IF WE 
WORE 
MATCHING 
JACKETS... 


‘| 


WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
WEARING 
MATCHING 
CLOTHES? 


Pi 
{| ay 


A 


| in THERE... 


Ey 
HE You 
Want to 
get 
Something 
to eate 


pe brett ( dow't Pe 
IU get You really SNe 
whatever you lle Z 
ee spley 
ZL SE 


N= \HeE ctuff... 4 


ial ) _ YOu 
: = WERE. 
eg 
\ —— 
= | \ YOU DON’T | WAS 
LIKE ON THE 
GOKONS, OTHER 
DO YOu? END... 
..DO YOU se 
REMEMBER stan 
MY NAME? OHNO, Soria 
| LIKE TALK TO 
THEM. YOU, 
YEAH! 
YOU WERE THE apres 
MOST POPULAR 
GIRL AT THE TRUE, CHISA! 
YOU'RE REALLY 
GOKON. ce 
DIDN'T YOU KNOW, , 
CHISA-CHAN? 
[3 
“Y ne! = 
\ Nae 
= | DON'T 
|| 7 seem 
= TOLEAVE |. 
\f—\\SS MUCH OF AN 
ay = IMPRESSION 
ae < = ON ff 
~ a tee PEOPLE... 


"Mm 
4 | TERRIBLE 
\\) WITH 
NAMES... 


YOu 
WERE 
SITTING 
AT THE 
END OF 
THE 
TABLE, / 
RIGHT? 


| ONLY WANT 


TO DATE 
SOMEONE |’M 
INTERESTED 
IN. 
AH... 
fa 
fs | RIGHT!! : 


IS THERE 
SOMEONE — 


THAT’S WHY | 
WENT TO THAT 
GOKON, EVEN 
THOUGH | DON’T 
LIKE THEM. 


| BUTIT'S 
| DIFFICULT... 


YOU FEEL, 
ISN'T IT? 


/ wae HOW \ \ 
; NY 


Tat was 
yarn 


/M SURE 
THEY'RE FINE 
\. WITHOUT us. 


ant 


AND HE 
SAID BEING 
ONE-ON- 
ONE WAS 
EMBAR- 
RASSING! 


se MIYATA-SAN. 


| HAD 


THOSE IT WAS 
TWO SET ALLA 
THIS LIE 
<a WHOLE ‘ 
THING UP. 


I'M THE 
ONE WHO 
WANTED TO 
MEET YOu. 


| NEVER 
GOT THE 
CHANCE TO 
TALK TO 
YOU THE 
OTHER DAY, 
SO... 


AND 
AFTER 


“4 MEETING 
| KNOW YOU ane 
DON'T LIKE YOURE \ Eaten 

BLIND EXACTLY |:\ topay... f 
DATES... | _ LIKE! |: a 
THOUGHT 


«A REALLY, 
REALLY 
GREAT GUY. 


«. WOULD YOU 
KEEP SEEING 
ME FOR JUST 
ALITTLE 
LONGER? 


SETTING 
YOU UP LIKE 
THIS. 


PLEASE 
GIVE ME A 
CHANCE... 


«FOR JUST 
ONE 
MONTH? 


VERY FIRST | 
GIRL- 
FRIEND!! 


ASKED HIM 
TOTRY 
DATING HER 
FOR ONE 


WHY ARE 
YOU HERE 
sO 


WE NEED 
TO BORROW 
YOUR ROOM 


DON’T 
YOU THINK A 
DEADLINE 


HONEST 


oN 


4,7) \FORGOT = 


ATHLETIC 
JACKET 


{1 DIDN'T 
m| COITON 
L| PURPOSE 


E 
ta) 
1 


tgravved / SOMETHING AND | 


Q 
‘ pot CAME uP YOU DON’T fy ih “Me. TOLD YOU 
an “ eee LISTEN TO | 4 “1 SO MANY 
Jee ANYTHING TIMES THE 
si jaa SAY, DO OTHER 
to on ~id HOME. AER se sy Gay 


wy 


SO WHAT 
WAS IT? 


SORRY. 


WE'LL GO 
WHEREVER 
YOU WANT. 


|| ENRICH- 
|| ING, HUH. 


Ns 


we Wt 


IMy 


BUT MY ¥. 
LALAMI 
ISSTILL | 
THE 
BEST. 


DO YOU THINK 
IT'S POSSIBLE TO 
FALL IN LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE YOU'RE 
NOT INTERESTED 


I'VE FALLEN 
IN LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE | 
DION'T LIKE. 


START 
GOING 
OUT WITH 
SOMEONE 


Fi am 


DIDN'T 
LIKE ME? 


YOU CAN SAY 
sticBe \\ THERE'S A 
ATTRACTED | THIN LINE 
TO SOME- Z. 
ONE WHO 
IRRITATES 
YOU. 


YOUR 

HEAD 

CAN'T | i 

\ RULE IT. Ny IT'S KIND OF 
LIKE WHAT 
YOU SAID 
BEFORE, 
YANO. 


wl SN’T. 
SOMETHING 
YOU CAN 
PLAN. 


GLASSES 
ARE MORE 


LIKE YOU... 


YOU 
NEED 


WHY ARE 
YOU SO 
PISSED 

ABOUT IT? 


UNTIL YOU 
GO OUT 
WITH THAT 
PERSON, 
RIGHT? 


“OH, LIKE |) 
THOUGHT, 
THEN IT | IT’SNOT { 
WOULD BE GOING TO 
BETTER IF WORK ‘ 
YOU HAD OUT.’ 
REFUSED 
IN THE o 
BEGINNING! ¥ COULDN'T 


FALL IN 
LOVE WITH 
YOU.” 


sO 
AFTER 
YOU GO 
OUT WITH 
HER FOR 
A MONTH, |) 
YOU SAY... 5 


‘LL GO OUT WITH 
YOU FORA 
MONTH" |S THE 
SAME THING AS 
SAYING 
‘LL BE GOING 
OUT WITH YOU 
AFTER A MONTH.” 


VE BEEN 
READY FOR 
FROM THE 


SO YOU'RE 


WHAT GOING OUT 
MAKES YOU WITH HER 
SO SURE? EVEN 


THOUGH 


YOU'VE 
NEVER 
FALLEN FOR 
AGIRL WHO 
LIKED YOU \ 
FIRST. NS 
OUT WITH }s 
FALL IN 
LOVE 
WITH 


YOU'LL 
NEVER FALL 
IN LOVE WITH 


| MIGHT 


IT’S AWASTE 
OF TIME 
GOING OUT 
WITH A GIRL 
YOU DON'T 


1) % YOU GUYS eS 
WERE a Ly, 
fi N FIGHTING, (ff Vi 7} | \\! é Wil. 
WEREN'T 4 | — D 
YOU? 4 
ip AN = i Ss 
= 
= | TAKEUCHI 
HN ee KUN, 
~ YOURE 
OF i. H, BLEEDING, 
ij BETTER, || THANKS. LOOK. 
COURSE - 
/ NOT! ~~ 
7 it 
| 4 A 
PlyYo 
7 
/ / 
: = 
ly 
| Hf Ss “pin 
Hell HY] IN? ME fie es 
| | Mi On oe 
moto, 
| SAID TOO 
| UNDERSTAND TAH 
WHAT YOU'RE ser naw 
TRYING TO SAY. 
AND YOU'RE 


I'M THE 


ANYWAY. 


BUT I'VE 
GOT TO... 


PERSON. 


YOU COULD 
HAVE GIVEN 
ITTOME 
TOMORROW 
AT SCHOOL. 


| BROUGHT 
YOUR 


( 


HASH... 


WHY AREN’T 
YOU HAPPY 
ABOUT IT? 


7] THAT'S 
NOT 

RIGHT, 

YANO. £ 


WHAT'S 
THAT 
SUP- 


HARD TO |. 


EXPLAIN, 
BUT... 


| HEARD THAT 
TAKEUCHI-KUN 
HAS A 
GIRLFRIEND 
Now. 


BUT IT'S 
NOT LIKE 
HIM. 


| THINK 
MAKING AN 
EFFORT TO 
FALL IN LOVE 
WITH 
SOMEONE |S 
OKAY TOO. 


Vy} you 
{ 


«TO GO 
OUT WITH 
AGIRL... 


WHAT 
AGREAT 
GUY HE |S, 

RIGHT? 


2 ITLL 
2) |\ DEFINITELY 
| BE OKAY! 


IT'LL BE 
OKAY! 


SHE MUST REALLY 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT A GOOD GUY 
TAKEUCHI-KUN IS! 


I'M FINE. 
THEN 
YOU'LL 
CATCH 
COLD. 


YOU'LL | 
CATCH 
COLD. 


LAYERS 
ON, SO I'LL 


PEOPLE 
MAY PASS 
ByY— 


OTHER i 


FE= 
S YS 


ON A TRIP 
WITH YOU." 


@ 


+. SOME- 

WHERE WE 
CAN BE ALL 
ALONE. 


WOR 

~ SAYING 

GOODBYE 

TO EACH 
OTHER 


THAT DAY. 


WHERE WE 
DON'T HAVE 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT. 
GETTING 
BACK HOME... 


| DION’T 
MEAN IT 
THAT WAY. 


SOMEWHERE 
NOBODY WILL 
GET IN OUR 
WAY. 


IT'D BE 
NICE... 


wilF 
ETERNITY 
EXISTED. 


« © 
° 
. 

e 


* NTP) 
ALL THE 
STARS IN 
* THE NIGHT 
SKY HAD 
GATHERED 
IN HIS EYES. 
* a & 
* 
THAT 
» '7-YEAR-OLD 
* BOY WHO 
e TOLD ME 
@® ETERNITY | 
EXISTS... * HIS PAGE 


WE WERE 
STILE 
» AOIEI NIC? 
AND WE 
CARRIED 
ETERNITY 
IN OUR 
HEARTS. 


«AFTER MO) NTC) | CAN 
OUR AFTER WE STILL 
CHILDLIKE BECAME REMEMBER 
BELIEF IN ADULTS... IT CLEARLY 
ETERNITY # EVEN 
FADED... « NOW... 

* 
. a 
* 


° 
walT THE 
LASTED MOMENT 
FOREVER SEEMED 
BUTWAS 50 REAL, 
GONEIN  YETSO 

THE BLINK LIKE A 
OFANs, DREAM... 


WE WERE BUT BACK 
THE ONLY ‘THEN, 
Two TIME, HAD * 
PEOPLE  STORPED... 
IN THE iad 
ENTIRE 
WORLD... 


OKAY, I'LL 
meet vou \\7 


IN FRONT 
OF THE 
STATION. 


* ..WE 
BECAME 
ADULTS. 


BEFORE 


LON G... 


ae 2 


DO YOU 
WANT TO 
COME STAY 
OVER AT MY 
HOUSE? 
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YOu 

SAID YOU 

| WANTED 
TOGO ON 

| aATRIP 
TOGETHER. 


THIS ISN'T A 
TRIP, BUT... 
AT LEAST 
WE CAN BE 
TOGETHER 

FOR THE 


my 


PARENTS | 

a ARE GOING | 

ae TO BE IN | 
SAPPORO FOR 


«THEN 
COME GO SEE 
BACK A MOVIE 
HOME DURING 
TOGETHER THE 

IN THE DAY... 
EVENING. 


PLL MAKE 

SPAGHETTI 
ARBONARA 
FOR DINNER. 


| PRACTICED 
MAKING 
THE RECIPE 


MOM. 
2 WILL 
| CALL 


ME 
THAT 
NIGHT. 


THEN WE'LL 
_ STARE OUT 
=U AT: THE 
STARRY. 
_ SKY AND 
_\ TALK ALL 


CAME 
TO SHOP 


ALLTHE NeveR yano! OH? 


WHAT DID / / 


YOU COME 
TO Buy? 


\W 


CONDOMS 


HOLD 


S : TIGHT- HER... 
e LY. 


WANT 
TO HOLD 
NANAMI [ JUST... i 
\ TIGHTLY... / \\\ \ / I'M OKAY 


P Nis \\\ | \S-eel WITHITIF 
\ gus ||. WE DON’T 
wa UNTIL ror | P| HAVE SEX, 
MORNING: THROUGH 
THE NIGHT. _ Fh 


Mics 


| WONDER 
WHAT 
TAKAHASHI 
WEARS TO 
: BED? 


{L_]\ | nope she 


L= S wears the 


TOT) etna that 
Ly show her 


—~—~coulaers.-, 


YOU WENT 
ALL THE }, 
WAY TO THE > 
NEXT TOWN 
ANDO WERE 
SEEN 
ANYWAY. 


| 


LW 


\ 


5 


IT’S NOT 
LIKE HIM 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
YT was WANT? 
/ | ABOUT TO 
| GETON 
THE BUS. 


JUST 
DON'T 
HURT HER, 
OKAY? 


LOOK, I’M 
GOING TO 
HANG UP IF a 


A 
REASON 


= 


(A 


\ 


5| AREN'T 


you 

GET 
TING 
ON? 


Dow't forget 
to tale the 


"WONT 
(OPEN HER 
1 
2 \ 
i 


2 
w 2 
ont 


EVERY- 
THING IS 


ie) 
& 
9 
< 
je) 
oO 


YANO IS 
USUALLY 
ALWAYS 
ON 


MINO IF | 
GO MAKE 
A PHONE 


PLANS DIO 
FOR YOu... 


{ft 


wl 


IRAN 
INTO SORRY. 
SOME 
TROUBLE 
ON THE 
WAY 
OUT... 


UM, IT’S 
PROBABLY 
GOING TO 

TAKE SOME 
MORE TIME, 
SO WOULD 
, YOU GO HOME 

. FORNOW? 


I M:WITH 
HER‘ATsTHE 
HOSPITAL 
RIGHT; NOW: 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 

RIGHT 
Now? 


(; 


WHAT’S 


WRONG 
7! 


YOU'RE 
HALF AN 
HOUR 
LATE. 


WHAT TIME 
ARE YOU ! 
GOING TO BE 
ABLE TO 
COME TO my 


~ HOUSE? 


THEN WHY 
CAN'T YOU 
COME 
HERE 
Now? 


SO UNTIL WE 
KNOW HER 
CONDITION, 


LEAVE HER | 
4 ONHER | 
OWN, 
CAN |? 


I'M NOT 
LEAVING! 


I'M NOT 
GOING 
HOME UNTIL 
YOU COME 
HERE, YANO. 


«HOW 
COULD YANO 
CHOOSE TO 
BE WITH 
YAMAMOTO- 
SAN? 


pion't MINUTE 
1? AGO 


SHE : 
COMPLETELY } 
SNAPPED 
AND WON'T 
ANSWER MY 
CALLS... 


DO YOU 
THINK 
YOU'RE 
DOING?! 


BUT I'VE 
GOT TO 
GO BACK 
INSIDE 
SOON. 


» 


| KNOW 
I'M ASKING 
FOR TOO 

MUCH, 

BUT 

COULD | 
YOU CALL } 
HER AND 


SS 


= 


— 
Se 
S pos 
a y 
DON’T 
BEA — 
MORON 


ALLyou ! 


HAVE TO 
DO IS 
JUST 
LEAVE 
AND GO 
MEET 
TAKA- 
HASHI, eo 
| RIGHT?! 


DON'T 
YOU EVEN 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING? 


| KNOW 

WHAT IT 
FEELS 

LIKE... 


«WHEN 
THERE’S 
NO ONE 
THERE eS 
FOR YOU. 


| SEE WHY, 
YOU HAVE\TO 
BE THE ONE 

TO;TAKE 


en) ets 

Fe EITHER 

Ey —S= ah 
— “ey eg. B 

pon'T | \* y 

DO 
THINGS 7 
BY HALF 


MEA- - a 
SURES. : 


/ IT'S NOT 
GOOD 
FOR HER. 


YOU'RE 
DOING 
EXACTLY 
THE SAME 
THING. 


HAPPEN? 


uM. 
YOU'RE SO 
ANNOYING, SHUT SORRY, 
TAKEUCHI- UP! COULD | 
KUN! MAKE JUST 
ONE MORE 
PHONE 
CALL? 


= 
ce 


/| NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THIS. 


PLEASE... 


DON’T CALL 
ME BACK 


EVEN IF 
YANO ASKS 
YOU TO. 


AND . 
‘| ALSO 
REALIZE 

| MIGHT 

NOT HAVE 

“ACTED 
THIS 
WAY... 


oul IT; 
DIDN'T 
INVOLVE \\. 
YAMAMOTO-\\ 


Ya 


Ne 


Sl 
<M YT 


BA, 


TAKEUCHI- 
KUN, YOU'VE 


WANT_A~A 
TO BE 


A TIME 
LIKE THIS 
EITHE 


IT'S 
PROBABLY 
QUE TO 
STRESS AND 
FATIGUE... 


SHOULD 
WAKE UP 


J We 

| GIVEN 
HER 

SOME 

MEDICINE 


WILL THE —;}—— 
FAMILY 

MEMBERS 
PLEASE 

COME IN? 


IT WAS 
GOOD YOU 
FOUND 
HER SO 
QUICKLY. 


HEY. 
AREN'T YOU 
HUNGRY? 


ARE YOU 

} GOING 

aa es I TO STAY 
Lh THe 
VLE yefi| NIGHT 


DECIDE \=—\ HERE? 


DO AFTER | 
\ SHE 


YOU WANT 
TO GET 
SOMETHING 
TO EAT? 
I'LL Buy YOU 


THERE'S 
SOMEPLACE 
I'VE GOT TO 
BE. 


.BUT I’M 
HERE FOR 
SUPPORT. 


| CAN 
REALLY 
DO... 


CAFETERIA 

WILL CLOSE 
IF YOU 
DON'T 
HURRY. 


BUT FEEL 
FREE TO 
CALL ME 
IF ANY- 
THING 
HAPPENS. 


| WANT TO 
STAY WITH YOU 
UNTIL YOUR 
MOTHER 
WAKES UP, 


I'VE 
ALWAYS 
LOVED 
YOU. 


VE 

ALWAYS |. 

o LOVED ~ 
“you. ©. 


0 


IT'S. THE 
FIRST. 
SNOW. 

OF.THE# 

SEASON. 


NO 
WONDER 
IT WAS SO 
COLD 
TODAY. 


SHOULD 
HAVE 
BROUGHT 
GLOVES 
WITH ME. 


I'VE GOT 
TOGO 
SOME- 
WHERE. 


THINGS 
LIKE THIS 


IT'S ALL 
RIGHT IF YOU 
HATE ME 
FOR BEING 
A TOTAL 
ASSHOLE. 


THERE’S 
A TRAFFIC 
JAM AT THE 
ENTRANCE. 


OFF AT THE 
TRAFFIC 
LIGHT 
OVER 
THERE? 


MUTUAL 
LOVE? SHE’S 
CRYING. 


\| STOLEN 
LOVE? 
FRIENDSHIP? 
RIGHT 
Now 
SHE’S 


CRYING. 


HOW LONG 
DO YOU 
PLAN TO 
STAY 
HERE? 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
| TOLD YOU 
TO WAIT AT 
HOME... 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
BEING SO 
BULLHEADED? 


eee Re 


| CAN 
PROMISE YOU 
ONE THING 
HE CAN'T. 


WARM 
YOURSELF 
UP AND GO 

TO BED 

EARLY. 
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THAT’S WHY 
YOU WERE 
ABLE TO 
DOIT. 


YOU THINK 
THERE'S NO 
REASON TO 
FEEL GUILTY. 


YOUR VIEW OF 
THINGS AND 
TAKAHASHI’S 

VIEW OF THINGS 
AREN'T THE 
SAME, YOU 
KNOW. 


AND IT'S 
NOT LIKE 
YOU REALLY 
CARE 
ABOUT 


YAMAMOTO. 


HOW CAN 


YOU EXPLAIN 


[Tess 


«TO TAKAHASHI, 
WHO ALREADY 
FEELS INSECURE 
ABOUT THE 
SITUATION? 


IT DION'T 
OCCUR TO 

YOU THAT 
SHE WOULD 
CRY, OID IT? } 


BUT THAT'S 
NOT HOW 
TAKAHASHI 
SEES IT. 


I'M NOT 
GOING TO 
CRITICIZE 

YOU FOR 
HELPING 
YAMAMOTO. 


THE 
IMPORTANT 


WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT 
HERE ISN'T 
<> {J wuar's 

— £8 RIGHTOR 


«lS NOT TO 
HURT HER, 
YOU KNOW? 


CRY 
DID IT? 


WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU 


LIKE 
PARENTS! 


Wea 


COL- 
LAPSED? 


TAKAHASHI. 


ARE YOU 
AVOIDING [ 
ME NOW? 


NANA, 
YOU'RE 
BEING 
SELFISH. 


HE STOOD 
YOU UP AND WENT 
OVER TO SEE 
YAMAMOTO-SAN? 


WHAT? 


EMERGEN- | 
CIES HAPPEN. || : 
NANA HE CHOSE 
SHOULD BE BUT HE ANOTHER 
MORE TOLD HER GIRL OVER 
UNDER- EVERY- HER, YOU 
STANDING. THING THAT KNOW? 


HAPPENED. 


HOW IS SHE 
SUPPOSED 
TO TRUST 
HIMWHEN TRUST 
HE KEEPS 7! 
DOING 
THESE % 
KINDS OF ”, 
THINGS... \ 


BUT THAT'S 
NOT HIS 
PROBLEM, 
IT'S HERS, 
RIGHT? 


BECAUSE 
SHE'S HIS 
GIRL- 
FRIEND. 


| DON'T SEE 
WHY HE HAS 
TO SPARE 
NANA'S 


FEELINGS FZ 


ALL THE 
TIME. 


IF SHE TRUSTS 
HIM, SHE | 
SHOULDN'T GET |, 
UPSET ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


YANO WENT 
BECAUSE HE 
DIDN'T THINK 
THERE WAS 

ANYTHING 

WRONG IN 

GOING, 


RIGHT? 


BUT WHY 
DOES NANA 
HAVE TO BE 

THE ONE 
WHO LOSES 

OUT? 


YOU'VE 
SLEPT 
THE 
WHOLE 
DAY, YOU 


CAME TO 
SEE HOW 
YOU WERE 
DOING. 
SHOULD | 
LET HER 
IN? 


“MAKING: 
ME SO 


DX) UNEASY. 
, 


BEEN 


FORGIVE 
HIM FOR 
THAT. 


IT REALLY 


IS'MY: 


| PROBLEM... 


\\ YX 
| HAVEN SS SK 


| HEARD 
YOU ALMOST 

CAUGHT 
PNEUMONIA. 


“| | GOT 
] WORRIED 


ABSENT 
OR OVER 


SHE 
BROUGHT 
ITASA 
GIFT. 


DON’T 


HER, 
HARU. 


FORGET 
TO THANK 


MOTO- 


BROUGHT 
UP SOME 
|| MELON. 


ZG GET THE 
> fos 0—Ad| notes 
— OFF 


OTHER 
PEOPLE. 


I'VE 
ALWAYS... 


MIGHT 
CATCH MY 
COLD. 


YOU SHOULD 
GO HOME 
ONCE YOU'VE 
FINISHED 
EATING 
THAT. 


\ alquick\ 
PEEK IN... 


\ 
AND, 
LEAVE) |X — 

QUICKLY. 


BEEN ||| 
OUT FOR | |x 


pays | 
Now. /\ 7 


| KNOW 


I'M BEING 
«TO EVEN 
ASK YOU SELFISH... 


THIS, BUT... 


CALLING 
YANO... 


wwAND 
TRYING TO. 
SEE HIM? 


THEN 
WHY 
AREN'T 

you 

TALKING 
TOHIM 


} BECAUSE ABOUT 
\ YOU'RE IT? 
io LITTLE SISTER. 


IT'S 
DIFFERENT 
WITH YOU, 


I 


I'VE NEVER 
THOUGHT OF 
lalate til wHlS 
5 OLDER SISTER'S JUDGMENT 


BOYFRIEND. IMPAIRED... 


«A WHOLE 
LOT 
BETTER 
THAN YOU. 


YOU'VE 


ONLY BEEN 
WITH HIM we 
FORA ANYWAY? 
YEAR, 


HIM. HOW HE HELD 
THE TEARS 
BACK AND 
LOOKED AS IF 
HE WANTED 
TO DIE... 


KNOW 


IK 


7? YANO WASLIKE | 
BEFORE HE 
STARTED 


G6 


NOW WHAT 


OING OUT 
WITH MY 
SISTER... 


AND WHAT 
HE WAS 
_a] LIKE AFTER 
SHE DIED. 


ANO I'VE 


BEEN TRYING 
SO HARD TO 
\ UNDER- 
> STAND HIM. 


BUT SHE 
SAID IT 
WASN'T 

ENOUGH... 


THERE'S 
ALIMIT 
TO WHAT 
YOU CAN 
DO. 


BUT... 


1 oms | 
_ | IMPORTANT 


NO ONE CAN TO WORK 
EVER TRULY HARD 
UNDERSTAND ATIT. 
SOMEONE 


ELSE. 


IT'S JUST 


THE WAY 
THINGS 
ARE. 


PEOPLE 
THINK 
DIFFERENTLY. 


YOU'RE 


HOW TO GO 
OUT WITH 
TAKAHASHI 
WITHOUT 

HURTING 
HER. 


DON'T 
GET IT AT 
ALL. 


WOULLON'T BE 
A SURPRISE, 
WOULD IT? 


IT'S THE 
FIRST TIME 
VE FELT 
THIS WAY. 


I'M NOT 
CONFIDENT. 


| CAN'T 
BE SURE 
| WON'T 
HURT 
HER 
AGAIN. 


i) TAKAHASHI 


i 


wlS THE 
ONE 


HASHI! val 
ABSO- 
LUTELY 
WON'T 

GIVE UP. 


SS 


WL a A 


a 


THERE’S 
NO ONE 
HERE. 


YOU SEE 
ANYONE? 


YOU HAVE 13 
TO BE 


STOP BEING 
NICE TO ME 
WHEN |’M 
FEELING 
VULNERABLE! 


<= 


x Thin 


«KEEP 
SMILING. 


SHOW ME 
YOUR 
HAPPY 
FACE... 


BE 
THE 
USUAL 
TAKA- 
HASHI... 


COULD 
'OOK/EOR 


ARE 
you 
HAPPY? 


THERE'S 
SOME- 
THINGI'O 7 
LIKETO 

TALK TO 
YOU ABOUT, 


| CAN MAKE 
TAKAHASHI 
HAPPIER 
THAN HE 
CAN. 


EVER 
HOME, 
SO... 


— 
——— 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT 


ACTUALLY 


BUT A MONTH 
AGO,|GOTA 
PHONE CALL 
FROM AN OLD 
FRIEND... 


COULDN'T 
MAKE UP 
MY MIND. 


YOU PROBABLY 
KNOW HER 
TOO—THE ONE 
WHO USED TO 
BE ASTYLIST. | 


IN yi 
. \\ 


| CAN’T 
JUST 
STAND BY 

ANYMORE. 


IT'STIMETO \" 

STOP BEING 
SAD AND 

TROUBLED. 


WORRYIHAD |}? 


WAS IF I'D BE 
ABLE TO FIND 
AJOBAT MY 


SHOULD | 
BE MORE 


FUN, 
RIGHT? 


|WANT TO 
PROTECT 
YOU, 
TAKAHASHI. 


ARE YOU 
4 GOING 

TO 

TOKYO? 


EVERY 
NIGHT | FALL 
ASLEEP 
WITH THE 
SAME WISH. 


| WAKE UP 
TO A NEW 
MORNING... 


SHE'LL BE 


MOVING TO WHIZ Fae ad = 
TEND OF THE GO. AS 


YEAR. 


7 you 
HAVE TO 
| CHANGE 


| SCHOOLS 
?! 


IM NOT 
GOING. 


A 
DIVORCE? 


Chapter 27 


YOU OFF 
TOONA 


UNTIL | 
GRADU- 
ATE. 


«AND | 
/ NEEDTO 
PREPARE FOR 
UNIVERSITY 
ENTRANCE 
UNIVERSITY EXAMS, SO | 
IN TOKYO CAN STAY AT 
MY HOUSE 


ANYWAY. fi ., FOR NOW, 


| Eure 


CBREAKFA 


DON’T YOU 
DARE LEAVE 
WITHOUT 
WASHING UP. 


THE SUN 
WILL SET 
Move| SOON... 
our 
4 ass. 


THE CRAPPY 
RINK AT OUR 
SCHOOL |S 
TOO BUMPY. 


The blades 
get caught. 


YEAH, IT’S 
FRUSTRAT- 
ING, ISN'T 
IT? 


AND YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
BE SKATING 
RIGHT AFTER 
RECOVERING 


DID 
YOU TELL 
HER YOU 
WANTED 
TO STAY 
BEHIND? 


HUH? 


YOu 
TOLD YOUR 
MOTHER YOU 
WANT TO 
STAY BEHIND? 


READY) Je, 
! Z On 
(2) 


Zi 


| THAT'S 
=| WHAT I'M 
ASKING. 


MY MOM 


WHAT IS 

THERE 
TO THINK 
ABOUT? 


YOu 
REALLY 
rt ae 
ABOUT 
IT? Lt AN 
| TOLD BEHINDIF 
HER... | WANTED. 


MOTO, 
DAMN IT, 
you 
KNOCKED 
OVER THE 
FLOWERPOT 
AGAIN WHEN 
YOU CAME 
UP TO THE 
PORCH. 


YOU 
BROUGHT 
IT UP? 


TO TELL 
YOu 
SOME- 
THING 
TODAY, 


BUT... P< 


.SO WHY 
WOULD | 
WANT TO 
GO? 


| CONFESSED 
MY FEELINGS 
TO 
TAKAHASHI. 


«JUMP TO 
CONCLU- 
SIONS. 


WOULD | BE 
ICESKATING |. 
WITH ANOTHER |X 
GUYONA fF 
NICE SUNDAY 
MORNING LIKE 
THIS IF | HAD 


BEEN 
A SUCCESSFUL? 


I'VE KNOWN 

YOU SINCE 

THE SIXTH 
GRADE. 


IT’S THE SAME 
AS BEFORE— 
NOTHING HAS 
CHANGED. 


NOTHING 
CAME 
OF IT. 


BUT SHE 
DIDN'T 
REJECT YOU 
OUTRIGHT 
EITHER, DID 
SHE? 


FESSED 
{/| my FEEL- 
\| Ines To 


YOUVE 
NEVER 
PICKED A 
FIGHT YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE A 
CHANCE OF 
WINNING. 


«CONFESS 
TO HER? 


NO 
»-PAN- WONDER 
ICKED. MOTO... 


|WANT TO 
PROTECT YOU, 
TAKAHASHI. 


DON'T GWE zee 
ME AN 
ANSWER 


NOW! ete 


IM NOT 
TELLING IM 
YOU THIS | SERIOUS 
TO CRASH | ABOUT 
AND THIS... 
BURN. 


i 
AND EVEN IF IT wae ONLY 
DOESN'T WORK TAKE YES MEAN HUH? 
OUT, IT DOESN'T s FORAN jy) 
MEAN I'LL STOP ANSWER. a 
LIKING YOU. 


... DECIDED 
TO JUST 
LIVE WITH 
THE WAY | 
FEEL. 


! WANT 


YOUTO } ILL BE 
REMEMBER | WAITING. 
IMHERE | 
FOR YOU. 


PLE 
ALWAYS 
BE 
WAITING 
FOR 


TAKEUCHI-KUN... 


PLL 


ALWAYS 

BE : 
WAITING : HR Q 
FOR YOU. POSSIBLE. 


PM GLAD 
HE SAID 
THAT... 


«BUT AT 
THE SAME 


«AND | 
END UP 
GETTING 
ANGRY AT 
YANO. 


I'M A HORRIBLE 
GIRLFRIEND, 
AREN'T |? 


«BUT 


TIME, SOME- 
| DON'T WHERE 
WANT TO 


INSIDE, LIKE I’M 


GIVE VE 
UP... GIVE 
UP... 


JUST 
AREN'T 
SUITED 

FOR EACH 
OTHER. 


«AND 
YAMAMOTO-SAN 
SAID TRUE? 


LREADY 
LOST!! 


/ IT SUCKS 
/ TOHAVEP.E. 
FIRST THING 
IN THE 
MORNING. 


| WANT 
TO BE 
STRONGER. 


>, 
s 
L 


’ WASN'T 
TRYING 


BECAUSE MY 
GIRLFRIEND 
DION’T COME 
VISIT ME WHEN | 
WAS OUT SICK 
FOR THREE 
DAYS... 


TAKA- 
TO TALK | TA. 


I'M GOING 
TO TELL YOU 
MY TRUE 
FEELINGS 


ANO | DON’T 
LIKE TO 
CHASE YOU 
AROUND. 


YOU'VE 


GOT TO |WAS 

TALK TO REALLY Ns : 

ME LIKE LONELY. |\ 
YOu 

ALWAYS 


0O. 


wal DIDN'T 
DESERVE 


THAT’S ALL 
| HAVE TO 
SAY TO 

MAKE UP. 


WILL YOU 
TALK TO 
ME? 


YOU THINK 
MA BAD 
GIRLFRIEND, 
DON'T YOU? 


OF GOING 
OUT WITH || 


INSECURE. 


& 


rT 


MAYBE 
WE'RE NOT 
MEANT 
FOR EACH 


| 


YANO... ( 


TELL 

ME THE WANT TO 

TRUTH. | | AMBRE OF 
WITH ME? 


DO 
YOU... 


.. THERE'S 
SOMEONE 
ELSE WHO |S 
--, MORE 
COMPATIBLE... 


w.WHO IS 
MORE 

COMPAT- 

IBLE...? 


YOU 
NOTHING. 


SO 
YOU'RE 
SAYING... 


CION'T... 


YOU 
HAVE 
| SOMEONE 
ELSE? 


YOU 
JUST 
SAID IT! 


WHAT YOU |; 
SAYONLY | 


INSECURE? 


a 


MOTOHARU. © 


YOU'RE 
_ NOTHING 
“BUT THE 
BOYFRIEND. 
| SHE DUMPED. 


wo MIGUNDER- \ 
STANDING? \: 


COULD 


YOU COME yo alice 
HELP ME IF \\ 
YOU'RE 

AWAKE? 


JL} WHAT? 


VE | 
YOU'RE NOTICED |; 
NOT THIS FOR 
GOODAT, SOME 


PLANNING), TIME {| 
THINGS }\ NOW... |} 
OUT, ARE 
YOU? 


su AND 
YOU'VE 
WAITED 
UNTIL THE 

GROUND 
FROZE TO 


MARRIAGE, 
DIVORCE, 
AND NOW 

DIGGING UP 

PLANTS... 


YOU'RE SO 


BOUGHT 
ATON OF 


SEEDLINGS 


SPRING... 


IRRESPONSIBLE. 


YOU 


ROSE 
LAST 


| WANT YOU 


| topieour WELL 
+ THE PLANTS i 
AROUND 
HUH?! THERE IN : 
SPRING AND 
SEND THEM 
TOME. 


«WITHOUT 
THINKING 


ABOUT HAVE YOU 
WHAT WILL REALLY 
HAPPEN IN BEEN 

THE PLANNING } 


FUTURE... FORA 
YEAR TO 
GETA 
DIVORCE? 
YOU NEVER 
THINK 
AHEAD. 
YOU JUST 
GRAB WHAT 
YOU WANT... 


GARDENING 
IS MY ONLY 
PLEASURE. 


|WAS 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
THE 
PLANTS 


WHEN | TOLD 
' YOU!IWANTED 
TO GET 
MARRIED, YOU 
FOLLOWED 
ME WITHOUT 
\ COMPLAINT. 


GIVE 
BIRTH TO 


| DION'T 
JUST 
THOUGHT- 
LESSLY... 


to try growing 
these on the 


vm 
JUSTIN: 
ABAD, 


ACTUALLY, 
|WAS 
PRETTY 
THOUGHT- 
LESS... 


THIS |S 
GUILT 
FROM 
MY PAST 
SINS, 
HUH... 


I'VE 
GOTA 
CONFES- 
SION TO 
MAKE. 


you 


YOU'D 
BETTER BE 
HAPPY THIS 


| NEVER 
EVEN 
WANTED A 


| NEVER CHILD. 


PLAN 
ANYTHING. 


| NEVER 
THINK. 


‘| NOTHING 
Ah | BUT MAKE 
1 MIS- 


| ADMIT THAT 
FOR A MOMENT 
| THOUGHT HE’O 


DIVORCE HIS WIFE 
‘| WHEN HE FOUND 


OUT | WAS 
PREGNANT, 


| DON’T 
EVEN TRY 
TO FIND 
HAPPINESS 
ANYMORE. 


SO1|CAN 
LEARN TO 
STAND ON MY 
OWN TWO 
FEET THIS 
TIME. 


| NEVER 
EXPECTED 


| WASN'T 
MARRIED, 
ANDO YOU'D BE 
AHINORANCE 
TOMY 


| DIDN'T 
HAVE ANY 
OTHER 
CHOICE, 
O10 |? 


THEN WHY ARE 
YOU GETTING 
A DIVORCE? 


wAND | 
REGRETTED 
IT AT FIRST, 
BUT... 


I'M SO 
HAPPY THAT 
| GAVE BIRTH 
TO YOU. 


I'M THANKFUL 
IWASA 
THOUGHTLESS 
BITCH BACK 
THEN... 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
AFTER 
SCHOOL? 


| TAKAHASHI 


| DON'T 
NEED 
TO 
DEMAND 
MORE... 


I'VE BEEN 
GRANTED 
MY SHARE 
OF HAPPI- 
NESS. 


IF YOU 
DON’T 
HAVE 
PLANS, 
WANT TO 
GO HOME 
TOGETHER 
? 


174 


KEEP THIS UP 
ANO YOU'LL 
REALLY 
BREAK UP, 
YOU KNOW? 


EVEN IF | TALK 
TO HIM RIGHT 


NOW, IT'LL | DON’T 

JUST TURN KNOW 

OUT BADLY. WHAT ELSE 
| CAN DO, 


YOU SURE 
YOU WANT 
TO DO 
THIS? 


BUT 
AREN'T BAD 
TIMES LIKE 
THISas 


+. WHEN 
YOU'VE 
REALLY GOT 
TO WORK AT 
DOING YOUR 
BEST? 


YOU ACT 
LIKE 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
TO WORRY 


IF YOU KEEP 
SHUTTING 
YANO OUT... 


‘ 
wl T'S DO BUT JUST 
GOING YOu BECAUSE 
TOBE | SERIOUS- YANO KEEPS 
(LY THINK COMING 
HE’LL AFTER YOU 
KEEP now... A 
DOING IT 


FOR- 
EVER? 


2) 


MIZU-CHIN’S 
WORDS 
ECHO IN 
MY EARS. 


%? 


G 


| ACCUSED 
YOU OF 
USING ME 
TO GET 
BACK AT 
MY SISTER. 


| KNOW 
IT 
WASN'T 
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\ 
+. 
Notes _\ 
I 


Honorifics 

In Japan, people are usually addressed by their name followed by a suffix. 
The suffix shows familiarity or respect, depending on the relationship. 
Male (familiar): first or last name + kun 

Female (familiar): first or last name + chan 

Adult (polite): last name + san 

Upperclassman (polite): last name + senpai 

Teacher or professional: last name + sensei 


Close friends or lovers: first name only, no suffix 


Nana-chan Us. Nana-san 
Nanami’s nickname is “Nana-chan.” Yano’s ex-girlfriend 


was a year older, so she was known as “Nana-san.” 


Terms 
A gokon is a group date. 


Miho Kanno is a Japanese actress. 


The series has finally reached volume 7. I am 
very grateful to all the fans for supporting 
me all this way. | hope you will continue 


to support me until the very end. 


~Yuki Obata 


Yuki Obata’s birthday is January 9. Her debut manga, Raindrops, won 
the Shogakukan Shinjin Comics Taisho Kasaku Award in 1998. Her 
current series, We Were There (Bokura ga Ita), won the 50th Shogakukan 
Manga Award and was adapted into an animated television series. She 
likes sweets, coffee, drinking with friends, and scary stories. Her hobby 
is browsing in bookshops. 
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